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Republic of the Philippines
Mepartment of Evucation

REGION VIII
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF BILIRAN

January 22, 2026
DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. 037 . 8. 2026

—

REITERATION OF UPHOLDING AND RESPECTING RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

To: Public School District Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. Attached is a Memorandum No. DM-OUOPS-2026-12-08134 dated 20
January 2026, from Malcolm S. Garma, Undersecretary for Governance and
Operations, reiterating the commitment to uphold and respect the religious
beliefs, convictions , and practices of learners and school personnel.

2. Relative to this, the School Heads are directed to ensure that participation in
any religious activity shall be strictly voluntary, and that teachers and school
personnel should foster an inclusive, respectful, and non-discriminatory school
environment where religious beliefs, convictions and practices are recognized
and protected.

3. Other details relating to this directive are stipulated in the attached Memo.

4. Immediate dissemination of and compliance with this Memorandum are
desired.

ROBERTO N. MANGALIMAN PhD, CESO VI
Schools Division Superintendentg‘
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Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hercby
directed.
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